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LET'S TEACH. TOGETHER.
KET resources and services encourage critical thinking, creativity, communication, and 

collaboration in educational settings throughout Kentucky. The high-quality instructional 

resources and opportunities highlighted in this book are designed to help create effective learning 

environments for you and your learners. 

Get started exploring our rich collection of digital resources by visiting PBS LearningMedia, 

your gateway to thousands of videos, images, and other classroom materials. Its high-quality 

multimedia resources are targeted to learners and teachers from early childhood through adult 

education, covering topics like social studies, civics, STEM, arts, media literacy, and much more. 

The KET Media Lab provides in-person and virtual hands-on experiences for learners in video 

production, digital art, animation, and more, highlighting skills needed for life beyond the 

classroom. Add that to KET's summer professional development opportunities plus virtual and 

onsite workshops and presentations, and you’ll find that KET is always ready to help you provide 

enriching personalized instruction for your learners.



EARLY CHILDHOOD 
OUTREACH MANAGER
Holly Ackerman

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7268

hackerman@ket.org

DIRECTOR, 
EDUCATION OUTREACH 
AND SERVICES
Amanda Wright

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7258

awright@ket.org

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
OUTREACH SPECIALIST
Emily Cornett

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7294

ecornett@ket.org

EDUCATION OUTREACH 
MANAGER 
Lauren Terry

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7263

lterry@ket.org

EDUCATION OUTREACH 
SPECIALIST 
Donna Arnold

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7274

darnold@ket.org

ADULT EDUCATION 
SPECIALIST 
Elizabeth Daniels

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7745

edaniels@ket.org

ADULT EDUCATION 
AND WORKFORCE 
TRAINING MANAGER 
Jacqueline Korengel 

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7109

jkorengel@ket.org

Want information on the newest classroom 
resources and education trends? Find the KET 
Education Division on social media and in 
your inbox!

LET'S CONNECT

NEWSLETTERS
Subscribe to the KET Classroom newsletter for all 
of the latest information about PreK-12 resources, 
services, events, and news straight to your inbox. 

To receive more specialized information, select: 
Early Childhood and Adult Education. Just visit 
KET.org/educator-newsletters. 

YOUTUBE.COM/KETEDUCATION
YOUTUBE.COM/KETADULTLEARNING

@EDUCATIONKET
@KETEARLYED
@KETADULTED

@KETEDUCATION

KET.org/Education
education@ket.org | (800) 432-0951, ext. 7272
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SENIOR DIRECTOR OF 
EDUCATION
Amy Grant

(800) 432-0951, ext. 7905

agrant@ket.org



To see previous winners and find 
complete contest guidelines, scan the QR 
code or visit KET.org/WritersContest.

The KET Young Writers Contest is a free, yearly contest for Pre K–12th grade students across the 
state of Kentucky. The contest and its support materials encourage creative expression, literacy 
development, and a passion for writing! 

Graphic Novel: grades K-12

Illustrated Story: grades PreK-12

Poetry: grades K-12

Submissions are accepted in the following categories:

Short Story: grades K-12

Persuasive Writing: grades 3-12
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NEW & NOTABLE
FROM KET EDUCATION



This brand-new video collection teaches 
elementary students – with assistance from 
a few animal friends – to write each letter of 
the alphabet in cursive! 

Make Cursive Handwriting Fun!

Discover videos,
resources and more!

Visit KET.org/Cursive
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Teach The American Revolution Using 
the Power of Visual Storytelling
The American Revolution, from filmmakers Ken Burns, Sarah 
Botstein, and David Schmidt, examines how 13 colonies on the 
Atlantic Coast united in rebellion, won their independence, 
and established a republic that still endures. The series 
weaves together personal accounts of dozens of figures 
who waged and witnessed war, bringing these stories — 
and this shared history — to life in engaging ways.

An extension of this landmark series is now 
available to classrooms through 
The American Revolution Collection, part  
of the Ken Burns in the Classroom hub on  
PBS LearningMedia.

•	 More than 35 FREE, curriculum-aligned 
classroom resources developed by teachers 
and subject matter experts that draw on 
content from the film 

•	 Created for upper elementary through high 
school classrooms (Grades 3-12)

•	 Designed to build students’ critical thinking 
skills, including their ability to think in terms 
of cause and effect and to practice analyzing 
primary sources 

•	 Anchored by an essential question, resources 
incorporate video clips from the film, teaching 
tips, and discussion questions. Many are also 
supported by activity suggestions, student 
handouts, primary sources, and background 
readings 

•	 Features student-facing interactives that use 
personal narratives from young people of 
the era to connect students with different 
wartime experiences, as well as an interactive 
3D map that explores the iconic battles of the 
Revolutionary War

NEW & NOTABLE
FROM KET EDUCATION
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Explore The American Revolution Classroom 
Collection at pbslearningmedia.org/

americanrevolution or scan the QR code.



KET.org/NewsQuiz

Join other students across Kentucky and the United States 
for KET’s weekly current events show. This kid-friendly, 
interactive program features a 10-question quiz based 
on each week’s stories. Your students will stay up to date 

with state, national, and international stories. There’s 
something for everyone, from election coverage 

and technology innovations to inspiring 
artists and enchanting animals.
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New episodes of 
News Quiz are available 

by scanning the QR code 
or visiting KET.org/NewsQuiz



NEW & NOTABLE
FROM KET EDUCATION

The Civics Collection on PBS LearningMedia is designed to 
help teachers engage middle and high school students in 
learning about American citizenship, our democracy, and the 
complexities of government, while providing them with a robust 
set of media-rich educational resources. Visit KET’s Civics and 
Social Studies page to explore exciting new civics and social 
studies collections from KET and public media partners.

KET.org/Civics

THE CIVICS COLLECTION

There’s nothing like a field trip to bring classroom concepts to 
life. The Kentucky Field Trips collection takes students across 
the state to historic sites, natural wonders, and high-tech 
facilities, covering the heritage of the state’s past and the 
technology of its future. Students will get close-up views of 
places like the Kentucky State Capitol, the Falls of the Ohio, a 
solar farm, the set of KET’s News Quiz, and more. 

KET.org/KYTrips

KENTUCKY FIELD TRIPS

Discover the rich culture of Kentucky in this collection on PBS 
LearningMedia, which features Kentuckians who made their 
mark on history and the places that made Kentucky what it is 
today. New resources feature clips from two KET documentaries, 
Angels on Horseback: Midwives in the Mountains and The Pack 
Horse Librarians of Appalachia, as well as videos from another 
recent documentary, City of Ali. 

KET.org/KYStudies

KENTUCKY STUDIES

From the team that brings you News Quiz, this series explores 
social studies and civics topics from Kentucky to the nation 
and the world. Episodes cover topics like the Kentucky 
legislature and how a bill becomes law and are accompanied 
by discussion prompts, vocabulary, and a short printable quiz. 
New episodes explore important American symbols, civic 
duties like taxes and voting, and the Electoral College. 

KET.org/SocialStudiesShorts

SOCIAL STUDIES SHORTS
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Bring your students on a trip to Artsville, where art takes 
center stage! Your class will learn dance, drama, music, 
and visual art concepts by watching these fun animations 
— available in both English and Spanish. 

KET.org/Artsville

ARTSVILLE

Unleash the power of art and nature with Outdoor Art. This 
collection takes students on a journey through selected 
sculptures and installations at Bernheim Forest and Arboretum 
with a student-eye view of these immersive artworks. The 
Outdoor Art series blends art appreciation with STEM concepts, 
making it a powerful resource for cross-curricular  learning. 

KET.org/OutdoorArt 

OUTDOOR ART

Managing emotions and behavior is key to student success 
and a healthy classroom community. This collection offers 
resources to help educators and parents understand emotional 
development and lead students in art projects that build those 
skills—projects that can be incorporated into almost any 
classroom subject. 

KET.org/ArtsClassroom

THE ARTS IN EVERY CLASSROOM

Introduce foundational concepts in the national and state arts 
standards in a student-friendly way. Before teaching to specific 
standards in any arts discipline, a review of big ideas and 
vocabulary helps give context to the curriculum. Topics include 
creativity, responding to art, connecting with art, and presenting 
and performing art—as well as where ideas come from, how art 
is planned, and why editing is important. 

KET.org/EverydayArt 

EVERYDAY ARTS FOUNDATIONS
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Raising Readers in Kentucky helps families make reading part of 
everyday life. These free KET Activity Sheets align with the books 
children receive from Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library and give 
parents and caregivers simple ways to extend the story beyond 
the page. Educators can share these resources with families to 
encourage meaningful reading interactions—whether during 
bedtime routines or while exploring daily life.  

KET.org/RaisingReaders

RAISING READERS

Children learn by observing animal friends in the backyard, 
discovering new ways to get moving, picking out shapes in a 
walk around the neighborhood, or critiquing a famous piece 
of art. Learning occurs naturally, every day! This award-
winning collection gives educators easy access to short 
videos and interactives created especially for the youngest 
students. 

KET.org/EverydayLearning

EVERYDAY LEARNING

Let’s Learn Kentucky is a caregiver-friendly website where 
families can find information and resources to help their 
children learn and grow. Developed and curated by KET and 
joined by partners throughout the state, the site answers 
common questions about what kindergarten readiness looks 
like for children and their families and provides tips and 
activities that families can do together.

LetsLearnKY.org

LET’S LEARN KENTUCKY

Family & Community Learning is an intergenerational model 
for hands-on family engagement designed to support science 
and literacy development among children and families. All the 
resources come packed with playful learning activity plans, 
supporting materials for facilitators, links to related video and 
digital media, and additional take-home materials to support 
ongoing family engagement.

KET.org/FCL

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY LEARNING

NEW & NOTABLE
FROM KET EDUCATION
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KET Education delivers high-quality professional development 
courses that empower educators to excel. Our team of 
seasoned professionals offers educators learning experiences 
that get big results in the classroom. New courses for 2025 
include Mastering the Art of Cursive Handwriting, Media 
Literacy in the Classroom, and Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs).

shop.KET.org 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE KET SHOP

This collection combines scaffolded lessons, shorter reviews, 
and real-world applications on essential math and language 
arts subjects for middle and high school. Teachers can use 
Individual Lessons or Tune-ups for effective online instruction, 
and students can explore answers to the question “When will I 
ever use this?” while engaging in interactive sessions. 

KET.org/SkillsOnDemand

SKILLS ON DEMAND

The KET Virtual Physics Labs offer authentic physics simulations 
in easily accessible, web-based applications. Based on real-
world instruments and developed with feedback from physics 
professors, these labs provide accurate and elaborate physics 
experiments for both high school and entry-level college 
students. Coded in HTML 5, they can run in any web browser—
no downloads or installation required. 

KET.org/VPL

VIRTUAL PHYSICS LAB

Ideal for high school students exploring which career pathway 
might be right for them, this collection provides snapshots of 
what careers in some of Kentucky’s high-demand industries 
look like. See Kentucky workers in action as you learn about 
the education and experience needed to join the field 
and what you can expect from a career in industries like 
manufacturing, healthcare, and design. 

KET.org/InDemand 

CAREERS IN DEMAND

2026 RESOURCES BOOK | 9



Bring Learning to Life  
with PBS LearningMedia

We know how hard you work to be the best teacher you can  
be for your students. That’s why we created PBS LearningMedia, 
a trusted source for media-rich classroom resources developed 
to spark students’ curiosity and support effective and equitable 
teaching and learning.

Engage your 
students
with relevant,  

student-centric media 
that encourages  

individual exploration. 

Deepen your impact
with thoughtfully-designed 
resources and lesson plans 

developed with teachers and 
subject-matter experts to 
support essential skills like  

critical thinking and  
problem solving.

Simplify your 
planning

with FREE, flexible,  
and easy-to-use tools 
and resources from  
PBS LearningMedia.

“PBS LearningMedia 
[has] lessons and 
resources that support 
the many interests  
and learning styles  
of my students… they 
are engaging and  
interactive and allow 
me to step back and  
be the facilitator.”

-Crystal Monteiro
K-5 Instructional Coach
Rhode Island

“I have been teaching 
for 37 years — where 
have you been all my 
life?!?!      ”

-Mary Matulka
Teacher
Nebraska

Our curriculum-aligned resources are designed to be flexible 
and offer a range of learning experiences to meet your 
instructional needs.

Introduce a video as a bell ringer 
or exit ticket, followed by a guided 
discussion or written prompt.

Share video clips or interactive  
lessons with students to help 
establish background or provide 
additional context and perspectives.

Differentiate instruction by  
assigning videos and support 
materials according to  
student readiness.

Empower students as they 
work on research projects.

  Scan the QR code to start  
exploring PBS LearningMedia!
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KET.pbslearningmedia.org

“Instead of me trying  
to be the only one  
teaching my students,  
I can bring scientists, 
mathematicians, artists, 
historians, and experts  
who can give my students 
a variety of perspectives  
and experiences with  
the content.”

-Laura Bradley
Middle School
English Teacher
California

“PBS LearningMedia is  
always my first choice… 
because educators,  
students, and their  
families know they  
can trust PBS and  
what they stand for.”

-Mike Lang
Technology Educator
Nevada

PBS LearningMedia Features
•  FREE access for every teacher across America

•  Thousands of classroom-ready resources aligned
to state and national standards

•  All core subjects, PreK-12, with added emphasis
on science and social studies

• Developed with teachers and subject-matter experts

SOURCES

1  American Historical Association, American Lesson Plan: Teaching US History in Secondary Schools  
(Washington, DC: American Historical Association, 2024): historians.org/American-Lesson-Plan. 

2  Morrison, J., Ross, S., Copeland, S. Laurenzano, M., Cook, M., Zoccola, M. (2022). Evaluation of the GBH 
PBS LearningMedia Curriculum. Center for Research and Reform in Education, Johns Hopkins University.

3  PBS LearningMedia: Assessing the Present, Envisioning the Future, Report on Digital Media Trends in the 
U.S. K-12 Classroom. WGBH Education in partnership with PBS and VeraQuest Research, LLC. July 2020.

Impact Students’ Learning
•  A 2024 study1 by the American Historical

Association highlights that PBS LearningMedia

was chosen by the most history teachers — an

overwhelming 79% — as their primary source  of
free, high-quality educational materials,

underscoring its significant impact in classrooms

across the nation.

•  Engaging and relevant resources draw from popular and trusted PBS programs
like Ken Burns, Nature, NOVA, PBS NewsHour, Wild Kratts, and Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood, as well as organizations like NASA and the Smithsonian Institution

•  Compatibility with common platforms like Google Classroom, Schoology
Learning, Clever, and Remind

•  Flexible tools to create one-of-a-kind learning experiences

•  Self-paced professional learning and virtual learning events and workshops

•  A study2 by the Johns Hopkins Center for Research and Reform in Education

found that students who were exposed to the Making North America and The

Great War collections on PBS LearningMedia made statistically significant
gains in content knowledge after exposure to PBS LearningMedia materials.

•  Nearly nine out of 10 users rate PBS LearningMedia highly effective for both
student and instructional needs.3
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CARL THE COLLECTOR (K-2)
Carl the Collector follows the everyday adventures of Carl, 
a warm-hearted racoon with autism who enjoys collecting 
things and loves his friends and family in Fuzzytown. Carl pays 
attention to detail and comes up with unique ideas that others 
might not consider. These traits have helped him amass his 
extensive collections—from autographs and bottle caps to fake 
mustaches, pet rocks, sweaters, and more—which can come 
in handy for solving problems with his friends. With relatable 
stories from a neurodiverse production team, the series 
celebrates the idea that we all have something unique to offer. 

PBS KIDS

Through its commitment to offer curriculum-based entertainment, PBS KIDS provides shows, activities, 
and support materials to both entertain and elevate children’s education. These free, evidence-based 
resources help build math, science, literacy, and social-emotional skills and can be utilized across a variety 
of learning models and environments. Much of the content has been contextualized for classroom use. 
You can find the broadcast schedule for all of KET’s channels online—including the 24/7 KET PBS KIDS 
channel. Programming is also available online at KET.org/kids and through the PBS KIDS Video App.

PHOEBE & JAY (PK-K)
Phoebe & Jay follows the adventures of 6-year-old fraternal twins 
Phoebe and Jay Yarber, who live with their family in the fantastical 
Tobsy Towers. At the heart of Phoebe & Jay is a foundational literacy 
curriculum highlighting the importance of developing preschoolers' 
functional literacy and skills. From using a flyer to help a neighbor 
find a lost pet, to reading clothing labels to find the right size shirt, 
Phoebe & Jay model for young viewers how they, too, can use everyday 
texts to navigate their daily activities, develop important life skills, and 
communicate with others in their family and community.

WEATHER HUNTERS (PreK-2)
Weather Hunters follows the adventures and explorations of 
weather detective and force of nature Lily Hunter and her 
family. The Hunter family’s primary goal is to learn as much 
as they can about weather, to benefit the community and the 
planet by solving weather mysteries, sharing vital information, 
and encouraging stewardship of the environment. Among 
the key topics explored are observing and tracking weather 
patterns, investigating the weather at different times of 
the year and in different places around the world, and the 
connection between weather, humans, and their environment. 
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EDUCATION OUTREACH

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Need to earn credits towards your annual training requirements? KET offers 
a variety of options to fit your training needs. 
 
KET Early Childhood Specialists provide FREE, for-credit training for early 
childhood professionals, all aimed at increasing effectiveness and family 
engagement to support children’s school readiness in STEAM, social studies, 
literacy, and health. Workshops are available to early childhood educators 
statewide. For details, visit KET.org/ECEWorkshops. 
 
You can also find online courses that are available free of charge and have 
been approved for ECE-TRIS credit at shop.KET.org.

EARLY CHILDHOOD OUTREACH SPECIALISTS

When you think of KET and early childhood, you probably think of our 
engaging, imaginative on-air PBS KIDS programming. Designed to boost 
cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development, these series often 
have accompanying websites with video, interactive games, hands-on 
activities, and more.
 
But KET offers much more! KET Early Childhood Outreach Specialists provide 
customized professional development opportunities to enhance learning in 
the early childhood classroom. Our specialists provide the tools and resources 
necessary to engage young learners. Learn how to connect on page 1. 

KET EDUCATION ALL STARS

KET celebrates exceptional educators across Kentucky who make a profound 
impact in the lives of their learners and communities by selecting a class of All 
Stars each year.
 
In collaboration with KET’s education team and an energized peer group, All 
Stars lead unique learning opportunities as ambassadors for KET, serve as 
focused thought-leaders for upcoming content creation and leverage their 
individual passions to create positive impacts in education in Kentucky. Learn 
more about the program and the current class of All Stars at KET.org/AllStars.
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K-12 OUTREACH SPECIALISTS

Do you need a skilled guide to help implement new technology resources? 
Are you looking for support in creating dynamic, media-rich lessons? Or 
assistance in finding resources and learning opportunities for educators and 
students?  
 
KET Education Outreach Specialists are here to help! From personalized 
training and consultations for educators to hands-on workshops for 
students, the KET Education Outreach Specialists are ready to help make 
your goals a reality. These in-person and virtual services are provided at 
no cost and are approved by the Kentucky Department of Education for 
professional development credit. Learn how to connect on page 1.

K-12 WORKSHOPS AND TRAININGS

KET’s K-12 Education Outreach Specialists offer dynamic, personalized training 
for educators of all grade levels and content areas. Whether you’re looking to 
effectively integrate PBS LearningMedia resources and tools, create project-
based learning experiences within the Media Arts, or even leverage effective 
Media Literacy strategies, the KET Education Specialists are ready to help 
make your goals a reality! Contact your KET Outreach Specialist to learn more. 
 
Each year KET also hosts summer professional development opportunities 
— a time for participants to discover and explore new tools and resources, 
hear from the experts, and share in the conversation. Look for registration 
information for the 2026 events at KET.org/Education!

STUDENT WORKSHOPS AND KET MEDIA LAB

The KET Media Lab sparks curiosity and creativity by giving students hands-on 
experiences with media production tools and techniques. From green screen 
and animation to video storytelling and media literacy, students explore how 
creativity and technology come together to tell powerful stories. 

Designed to inspire curiosity and highlight real-world career paths, the KET 
Media Lab makes media education accessible for all Kentucky students. Each 
activity is rooted in academic standards, promoting collaboration, critical 
thinking, and digital literacy while having fun.

Schedule a Media Lab field trip to KET in Lexington at KET.org/MediaLab. For 
an in-school visit with KET Outreach Specialists email Education@KET.org. 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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MASTERING THE ART OF CURSIVE 
HANDWRITING 

Cursive handwriting is back, and KET is offering teachers a free 
online professional development course on how to teach it. In 
Mastering the Art of Cursive Handwriting, teachers will learn about 
the history of cursive handwriting, the research on its academic 
benefits, and best practices for teaching it. This brand-new course 
features an interview with Iris Hatfield of Louisville, Kentucky, who 
developed the simplified New American Cursive script that is being 
used across the country. At the end of the course, learners earn a 
Certificate of Completion for one hour of PD or EILA credit. 

EARN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CREDIT  
AT YOUR OWN PACE

KET’s user-friendly online courses are offered through a 
collaboration with the Kentucky Department of Education. They 
feature video segments, interactive activities, reflection questions, 
resources for more exploration, and quizzes; and most are free. 
Topics include video production, mental health, suicide prevention, 
formative assessment, positive behavior, and more. These courses 
can also be used by professional learning communities and 
integrated, in whole or in part, into facilitated group sessions. 

shop.KET.org

MEDIA LITERACY IN THE CLASSROOM

Educators are doubtless familiar with the term media literacy, 
but they may not be comfortable integrating it into classroom 
instruction. This KET media literacy course explains why teachers 
should add it to their instruction. The course defines key terms 
and delves into practical strategies for embedding media literacy 
into different courses. Teachers will gain tools and insights for their 
practice and come away with a review of vetted, high-quality media 
literacy resources for their continued use.



COLLEGE AND CAREER READY
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FASTFORWARD

Current high school equivalency assessments reflect more rigorous 
high school and college/career readiness standards. To prepare 
learners, KET presents FastForward—a comprehensive online 
system that offers in-depth courses in language arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies; professional development for 
educators; and more. It can be used to supplement classroom 
instruction or for independent study for the GED® Test. 

KET.org/FastForward

WORKPLACE ESSENTIAL SKILLS

These online lessons provide training for soft skills and job 
readiness and are contextualized within employment sectors using 
real workplace examples. The curriculum focuses on math and 
language arts skills needed to perform in high demand career 
fields. Job searching, resume prep, professional communication, 
and other job success strategies are addressed, as well as critical 
thinking, problem solving, and more. 

KET.org/WES

JUMPSTART YOUR FUTURE 

In today’s world, a high school diploma is not enough. But what if you 
don’t even have a high school diploma? As public media’s leading 
provider of adult education services, KET can help Kentuckians 
meet and overcome this challenge. For more than 50 years, KET 
has worked to make education equitable and accessible for all. KET 
Education’s Adult Education team offers professional development for 
adult educators and innovative curriculum for learners. Learn how to 
connect on page 1.

KET.org/AdultEd



KET
• �KET’s primary broadcast channel, in high definition
• �Kentucky public affairs and cultural programs produced by KET

• PBS and PBS KIDS

KET2
• How-to and lifelong-learning programs

• PBS and PBS KIDS

KET KY
• �Extensive live coverage of the Kentucky General Assembly
• �Programs about Kentucky people, places, history, and issues

KET PBS KIDS
• �Safe, non-violent, educational programming from PBS KIDS

• �On-air and streaming online at KET.org/kids 24 hours a day

PBS LEARNINGMEDIA
• �Tens of thousands of standards-based videos, interactives,       

lesson plans, and more from critically acclaimed PBS programs
• �Compatibility with Google Classroom, Schoology, Clever,              

and Canvas

KET.org/Education | (800) 432-0951


